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(54)Title: CARD NUMBER CONTROL APPARATUS AND CARD NUMBER CONTROL SYSTEM 



(57) Abstract 

An apparatus enabling cards to be issued in a short period of 
time directly in the head and branch offices of domestic and foreign 
banks and card companies. When a request for issuing a card is 
received from a customer (3), a head or branch office of a domestic 
bank (2) takes out an unused card number from an unused card 
number file (I A) in a card center (1) of the domestic bank, and 
temporarily retains the card number in a taken -out unused card 
number file (2C) in the head or branch office of the domestic bank 
(2). In the card center (1) of the domestic bank, the card number is 
transferred from the unused card number file (1A) to a taken -out 
unused card number file (IB). At the time of making a request for 
the issuing of the card, the customer submits an application on which 
his name and address and an amount of card money are written. The 
head or branch office of the domestic bank takes out the temporarily 
retained unused card number from a taken -out unused card number 
file (2C) therein, and issues a card. The issuance of the card is 
inputted with the customer's information including his name and 
address into an in-use card number file (2D) in the head or branch 
office, and the card is handed over to the customer. The head or 
branch office of the domestic bank then sends out a card issuance 
reporting signal to the card center (t). The card center (1) transfers 
the reception card number from the tak en-out unused card number 
file (IB) to an in-use card number file (1C), and sends out a report 
reception signal. A card number can be reused, and an unused card 
number which has been taken out but not used or a card number 
which has been left unused for 1 0 years since the last use, is returned to the unused card 
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